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Catholic worship, and 4,571 were on the eve
of being reopened. A year later Bishop Lecoz
of Rennes asserts that 40,000 parishes were
provided with priests.1 In 1795 the Protestants
reopened their churches and resumed their
ecclesiastical life. The exceptional situation of
all Protestant churches in France at this time
was scarcely abnormal for them, for these sons
of the Reformed churches had long been ac-
customed to live under hostile edicts, to bear re-
gimes of petty toleration, and to endure bar-
barous persecutions.

To many, however, the great Corsican ap-
peared as the restorer of Protestantism. Indeed,
he assured them that they should enjoy Ci free-
dom of worship" and stated a great political
truth, which he forgot in practical life, when he
said: "The realm of the law ends where the
indefinite realm of conscience begins/* Neither
the Church nor the State had ever gone that far
even theoretically. However, he refused them
their synodal organisation, so essential to their
ecclesiastical life; he prevented them from
giving a constitutional expression to their faith
he suppressed their parishes and established
instead, consistories whose members were elected
by those paying the most taxes; he gave a cer-

1 Debidour, op. cit., p. 161,